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BUTLER v. ELYTON LAND CO. ET AL. 733 
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Supreme Court of the United States. 
ASHER v. STATE OF TEXAS. 

The Texas Act, May 4, 1882, imposing a tax on every commercial traveller, 
drummer, salesman, or solicitor of trade by sample or otherwise, is repugnant 
to the constitutional power of Congress (to regulate commerce among the seve- 
ral States), and is void. 

It is strenuously contended by the Court of Appeals of Texas, in this case, 
that the decision of this Court, in Robbins v. Taxing District, is contrary to 
sound principles of constitutional construction ; as to the constitutional prin- 
ciples involved, the views of this Court are quite fully and carefully expressed 
in the Robbins case. 

Local burdens imposed upon interstate commerce, by way of taxing an 
occupation directly concerned therein, as by levying a general license tax on 
telegraph companies, are unconstitutional. 

When a decision of this Court is not in harmony with previous decisions, 
it has the effect of overruling such prior ones as it is in conflict with, whether 
mentioned and commented on, or not. 

Ex parte Asher, ante, p. 77, reversed, and Robbins v. Taxing District, 120 U. 
S. 489, and Leloup v. Mobile, 127 Id. 640, affirmed. 

Opinion by Bradley, J., October 29, 1888, in full in 128 U. S. 000. 



